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Australia and mining
• Australia is one of the world’s major sources of mineral 

resources

• Extensive mining activity in all sectors of metalliferous 
and coal mining – underground and open-cut

• Mineral products form the largest single sector of the 
export market for the Australian economy

• Over the last 10 – 20 years, Australia has also become a 
world leader in R & D for the mining industry

• Also a major provider of mining-related technologies and 
an innovator in mining education.



Proposed schedule

• 3 – 4 day SOMP meeting and workshops in 
Sydney

• 4 - 5 day tour of coal and metal mining 
operations north and west of Sydney, combined 
with major scenic attractions and wine making 
regions

• Week 2: SDIMI Conference in Brisbane, plus 
tour of world-class research facilities



SOMP 2009SOMP 2009
Sydney, AustraliaSydney, Australia

27th June 27th June –– 5th July, 20095th July, 2009

in conjunction with SDIMI 2009
(Queensland, Australia)

6 – 8 July, 2009





SOMP SOMP -- Proposed ProgramProposed Program
• Thurs 25th /Fri 26th June: International delegates arrive in Sydney
• Sat 27th June: Council meeting/Welcome reception
• Sun 28th – Tues 30th June: SOMP meeting and workshops

Integrated mining and scenic tour
• Tues 30th June (pm): travel to Hunter Valley (mines, wines and energy)
• Wed 1st July: - underground longwall coal mine visit

- surface coal mine visit 
- vineyards and craft visits

• Thurs 2nd July: travel to Orange and visit open-cut gold operation
• Fri 3rd July: - underground visit to Northparkes block cave 

copper mine
- social program in Orange/Bathurst region

• Sat 4th July: travel to World Heritage Blue Mountains region
• Sun 5th July: return to Sydney



For further information on SOMP2009, 
please contact:

Prof. Bruce Hebblewhite
UNSW
B.Hebblewhite@unsw.edu.au

For further information on SDIMI, contact A/Prof. David 
Laurence (D.Laurence@unsw.edu.au)


