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News and Progress of the SOMP from the Secretary General
(For comments or questions please contact: mkar mis@vt.edu)

On behalf of the Society, I would like to wish all members a happy and prosperous 2009!

This newsletter, Number 34 in the series, serves to inform members of developments and
progress on various SOMP initiatives, to provide an update on the 2009 Annual General
Meeting and to present other important society news.

2009 Annual General Meeting

Arrangements for the 20" AGM, to be held in Sydney, Australia, June 27 to July 5, 2009, are
progressing well and the Preliminary Program is available on the web site of the Society at:
http://www.mineprofs.org/somp_annual.htm.

The Society’s President, Secretary General, Deputy Secretary General and other Members
and colleagues have been discussing and planning an outstanding meeting, with technical
sessions and opportunities for field visits to world class mining operations and facilities. The
preliminary program and the first announcement of the meeting will be circulated electroni-
cally to all members and a hard copy will also be mailed to everyone shortly. For your in-
formation, I have also attached the Preliminary program at the end of this newsletter.

The meeting will start with registration and committee meetings on Saturday 27th June, 2009
at Novotel Hotel, Darling Harbour, Sydney. A dinner cruise on Sydney Harbour has been
planned for the evening.

The technical and business sessions will be held on Sunday and Monday and Tuesday morn-
ing, June 28, 29 and 30, 2009, at the John Niland Scientia Building, UNSW. Transportation
from hotels will be provided. Field trips and excursions are scheduled for the rest of the
week with return to Sydney on Sunday 5th July, 2009.

As you can see in the Preliminary program registration information, the fee for attending the
meeting and all costs have been kept to a minimum to allow members to participate at the
meeting and the post-meeting visits. Please note that costs are in Australian dollars and that
the exchange rate is currently favorable compared to Euro and USS$. Two hotels will be rec-
ommended for participants to allow for different room rates. Any questions regarding ac-
commodation, or issues with registration and travel, can be addressed directly by contacting
the SOMP president Prof. Hebblewhite (b.hebblewhite@unsw.edu.au). Members who re-
quire an official letter of invitation to attend the meeting should also contact Bruce and allow
adequate processing time, if such document is to be used for visa purposes.

For convenience, the membership fee (Members - 40 Euros; Associate or Retired Members -
20 Euros; Emeritus Members - No Fee) has been integrated into one payment with the meet-
ing registration fee. Membership fees also include a subscription to the Mineral Resources
Engineering Journal.
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The 4™ I nternational Conference on Sustainable Development Indicatorsin the
MineralsIndustry (SDIMI 2009)

The SOMP meeting will be held in conjunction with the 4th Conference on Sustainable De-
velopment Indicators in the Minerals Industry (SDIMI 2009), to be held July 6 to 8, 2009, in
Queensland, Australia, under the leadership of Prof. David Brereton, University of
Queensland, immediately following the 2009 AGM.

The abstracts accepted by SDIMI, grouped by theme, can be accessed from the conference
website (http://www.ausimm.com.au/sdimi2009/paper_listv3.pdf). The meeting covers a
wide range of topics and presenters. The Conference brochure with registration and accom-
modation details will be distributed at the end of February. Members are encouraged to take
the opportunity and attend both the AGM and the SDIMI meetings. It might be worth noting
that the Australian dollar has depreciated substantially against both the US dollar and the
Euro, which makes Australia a more reasonable destination.

New Society Members
Congratulation to the new Society Members, elected during the last semester (the nominating
SOMP Member is shown in parenthesis). New members are listed below by election date:
1. Prof. Helmut Mischo, Dept. of Civil Engineering (future Mining Engineering),
Namibia University of Science and Technology, Namibia (de Ruiter).
2. Prof. Bern Klein, Associate Professor and Department Head, Norman B. Keevil
Institute of Mining Engineering, University of British Columbia, Canada (Karmis)
3. Assoc. Prof. José Soeiro Carvalho, Associate Professor, Department of Mining
Engineering (FEUP), University of Oporto, Portugal (Karmis)
4. Prof. Vladimir Slivka, Dean of Faculty and Professor, Institute of Geological
Engineering VSB - TU Ostrava, Czech Republic (Bauer)
5. Prof. Vlastimil Hudecéek, Professor, Institute of Mining Engineering and Safety VSB -
TU Ostrava, Czech Republic (Bauer)
6. Assoc. Prof. Milan Mikolas, Associate Professor, Institute of Mining Engineering and
Safety, VSB - TU Ostrava, Czech Republic (Bauer)
7. Dr. Patrick J Foster, Senior Lecturer in Mining Engineering, Camborne School of
Mines, University of Exeter, UK (de Ruiter)
8. Dr. Pinyo Meechumna, Head, Department of Mining and Petroleum Engineering,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand (Karmis)
9. Dr. Cemal Balci, Assistant Professor, Mining Engineering Department, Istanbul Tech-
nical University, Turkey (Ciccu)
10. Dr. Peter Knights, BMA Chair and Professor of Mining Engineering, University of
Queensland, Australia (Hood)
11. Dr. Ian Lowndes, Associate Professor and Reader, University of Nottingham,
England (Cross)

The Society also accepted two Junior Members, both teaching assistants at Tallinn University
of Technology, Estonia:
1. Veiko Karu, Teaching Assistant, Department of Mining, Tallinn University of
Technology, Estonia (Valgma) - Junior Member
2. Aire Vistrik, Teaching Assistant, Department of Mining, Tallinn University of
Technology, Estonia (Valgma) - Junior Member
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With the addition of the colleagues above, the Society now lists 167 active members. The
role of the Council and in particular of the regional representatives, in promoting the Society
and recruiting new members, is extremely important in order to grow and sustain a healthy
membership. In addition, it is important for individual SOMP members to be active in nomi-
nating colleagues to Society membership. In particular, SOMP encourages recruitment of
younger colleagues and participation of members from institutions and countries currently
unrepresented in the Society.

Erasmus Mundus Minerals and Environmental Programme

The Erasmus Mundus Minerals and Environmental Programme (EMMEP) is a two-year
M.Sc. programme for students in Mining/Geotechnical Engineering, Mineral Processing,
Recycling and related academic studies. There are three different specializations, accommo-
dating groups with 15 to 20 students each.

On September 2008 the three options of the European programmes, EGEC, EMC and EMEC,
were attended by 17, 18 and 20 students respectively. Out of the total of 55 students, 18 are
Erasmus Mundus students supported with scholarships. According to our colleague, Prof.
Hans de Ruiter, “all three groups are doing well and there seems to be a good mix of EU and
non EU students”. Prof. de Ruiter also noted that the organization of the EMMEP pro-
gramme has been confronted with numerous problems, mainly regarding student visas, and
he noted that it is frustrating that this problem is totally ignored (and even denied!) by Brus-
sels.

The registration for the 2009-2011 programme has been successful and at this moment, 19
students have been accepted for next year. SOMP Members are encouraged to announce and
promote this programme to potential post graduate students. This is a unique opportunity for
funding non-EU students interested in these technical areas. The EMMEP programme is also
an ideal opportunity for the minerals industry to encourage junior staff, or potential staff, to
apply for a scholarship and give them the opportunity to obtain a M.Sc. degree in a highly
international environment.

The website of FEMP can be found at www.femp.org. Educational details about the pro-
gramme (EMMEP) and the three options (EMC, EMEC and EGEC) can be found at
www.emmep.org. Information, articles, etc. about education and research are accessible
through the website of the Society of Mining Professors (www.mineprofs.org). It contains
various presentations and articles about education and research in the directory:
www.mineprofs.org/info. Detailed course information can also be found at the Blackboard
site (http://blackboard.tudelft.nl). You should use the following for login:

Userid:  femp

Password: Federationl (case sensitive)

Mineral Resour ces Engineering Journal

The Society would like to recognize the tireless efforts of Prof. Pasamehmetoglu to re-
establish and direct the publication of the MRE journal. It is vitally important for the Society
Members to support this journal by submitting quality papers for publication and to promote
the journal with colleagues in their institutions. The web site for the MRE is available on-
line at http://www.mre.atilim.edu.tr/. Submission of papers can be forwarded by e-mail to
the Editor-in-Chief at gunhan@atilim.edu.tr. All SOMP members receive, as part of their
membership, a hard copy of each issue and also have access to the on-line version. Libraries
of Universities around the world with mining/mineral engineering related depart-
ments/programs receive hard copies of MRE free of charge.
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The Society Members, during the 2008 AGM in Aachen, developed a number of recommen-
dations to ensure the sustainability of the journal, including:
e Pursue quality papers
e Streamline the paper review process
e Consider paper presented in conferences and symposia for MRE journal review
and publication (similar to the SME process)
e Submit proceedings papers/other meeting papers for review to MRE
¢ Plan topic-specialized issues, with priority in devoting a future issue to the topics
of Health and Safety and Automation

Announcement of the 2010 Annual General Meeting (AGM)

The 21st Annual AGM will be held in Tallinn, Estonia, under the Presidency of Prof.
Valgma, June 18 to 22, 2010. Preliminary schedule and plans for this meeting can be found
at: http://www.mineprofs.org/info/annual _meetings/2008/SOMP-10-Program.pdf.

Announcement of the 2011 Annual General Meeting (AGM)

The 22" Annual AGM will be held in Arequipa, Peru, under the Presidency of Prof. Cedron,
in September 2011. Preliminary information for the meeting is presented at:
http://www.mineprofs.org/info/annual _meetings/2008/SOMP-11-Program.pdf. This AGM
will be held in conjunction with the 2011 Peruvian Mining Convention and Expo. The latter
event is one of the largest world-wide and will provide a unique opportunity for SOMP mem-
bers to participate and become familiar with Latin American mining. All colleagues are en-
couraged to attend both meetings.

The Society for Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration (SME) Celebrates 100 Yearsin
Mining Research and Technology in 2010

The year 2010 marks the 100th anniversary of the formation of the Bureau of Mines as the
premier mining research organization in the United States. Following a reorganization in
1996, mine safety and health research is now conducted by the National Institute for Occupa-
tional Safety and Health (NIOSH) with its laboratories in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania and in
Spokane, Washington.

SME is planning to mark this anniversary with a gala event and a special Symposium at its
Annual Meeting and Exhibit in Phoenix, Arizona, February 21-24, 2010. For this sympo-
sium, a number of colleagues around the world, including SOMP Members, have been in-
vited with business leaders from major mining countries to present an overview of the his-
torical timelines of mining research and technology in their countries and to present an out-
look into future developments in the areas of mine safety and health and mine productivity.
In addition to invited speakers, an international Call for Papers has also been issued and is
attached to this newsletter. All colleagues are encouraged to consider participating in this
major global event.

M ember ship Development
The Society encourages membership development activities that can support individual mem-
bers, as well as their institutions. Such opportunities include:

» Teaching collaboration

* Educational initiatives

* Research programs

* Industry partnerships

» Staff exchanges
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* Student exchanges



M ember ship I nvolvement
The Society currently has a number of standing committees:
* Research and Development Committee
* Education Committee
* Industry Committee
*  Membership Development Committee
All members are encouraged to participate in these committees. If you are interested in join-
ing a committee, please contact the Secretary General at mkarmis@vt.edu.

Website Updates

The website is continuously updated and upgraded to reflect the needs of the membership and
to ensure that all appropriate information is included. Members are encouraged to submit
comments, questions or suggestions for improvements to our colleague Prof. Zach
Agioutantis at zach@mred.tuc.gr.

Please insure that your personal information is correct as it appears on the membership list on
the website. In addition to the general meeting information, members can also preview the
official minutes of the AGMs by linking to the “Members Only” section. If you have any dif-
ficulties accessing your information or the “Members Only” section, please inform Prof. de
Ruiter at: J.J.deRuiter@tudelft.nl

Best wishes for a successful and productive 2009.

Sincerely,

Professor Michael Karmis, Secretary General

Society of Mining Professors
Mijnbouwstraat 120

2628 RX Delft, The Netherlands
Phone: +31(15)278 5001
E-mail:info@mineprofs.org
Web:www.mineprofs.org

Direct Contact:

Department of Mining and Minerals Engineering, Mail Code: 0239

Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State University, Blacksburg, VA 24061, USA
Phone: +1 540-231-5273

Fax: +1 540-231-4078

Mobile: +1 540-239-7057

E-mail: mkarmis@vt.edu
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20" Annual General Meeting
Sydney, Australia 27" June — 5" July, 2009

Theme: Looking to the Future

Preliminary Technical Program (February, 2009)

(details and speakers to be confirmed — subject to change)

Saturday 27" June, 2009 (at Novotel Hotel, Darling Harbour, Sydney)

12.00-16.00 Delegate Registration

12.30-13.30 Buffet lunch

13.00-14.30 SOMP Committee meetings (Terrace Room)

14.30-16.00 SOMP Council meeting (Terrace Room)

16.30 Delegates and guest meet at Novotel foyer, to walk to King St Wharf

17.00-21.00 Welcome reception for delegates and guests:
Private dinner cruise on Sydney Harbour, on board “Aussie Magic”.
(dep. From King St Wharf, Darling Harbour)



Sunday 28" June, 2009

09.00
09.30-09.50

10.15

10.40-12.30

12.30-13.45

13.45-15.30

15.30-15.50

15.50-17.30

17.30

Meet in foyer of Novotel Hotel, for coach transport to UNSW

Brief stop, en route, at Mrs Macquarie’s Chair, overlooking Sydney Opera
House and Harbour, for group photo session.

Arrive at John Niland Scientia Building, UNSW

Tea and coffee on arrival

Opening Session (UNSW Scientia, Ritchie Theatre)

e Welcome to UNS. (Speaker to be advised).

e Opening address, 20" Annual General Meeting,
Society of Mining Professors: Professor Bruce Hebblewhite, SOMP
President. Head, School of Mining Engineering, The University of
New South Wales, & Executive Director, Mining Education Australia.

e The status, future prospects and importance of the Australian minerals
industry. (Speaker to be advised).

e Development of industry-educator partnerships within the Australian
minerals and education sectors. (Speaker to be advised).

Lunch (Scientia)

Industry Session (UNSW Scientia, Ritchie Theatre)

e Underground coal mining in NSW — sustainable mining challenges
and opportunities. (Speaker to be advised)

e Major underground hard rock mining project development in NSW.
(Speaker to be advised)

e Status of automation development for the hard rock mining sector.
(Speaker(s) to be advised — underground and open cut)

e Longwall automation — ACARP Landmark project.
(Speaker to be advised).

Coffee break

Membership Development Session (UNSW Scientia, Ritchie Theatre)

Theme: Attracting and retaining new, young academic staff

e Case Study 1: Mentoring and staff development program. (Speaker to
be advised).

e Case Study 2: A perspective from a young academic staff member.
(Speakers to be advised).

e Open forum discussion on attracting, developing and retaining staff.

Coach transport back to Novotel Hotel, Darling Harbour
Evening at leisure — own arrangements



Monday 29" June, 2009

08.30
09.00-10.30

10.30-10.50

10.50-1.00

1.00-2.20

2.20-3.10

3.10-3.30

3.30-17.30

17.30
19.15
19.30-22.30
22.30

Meet in foyer of Novotel Hotel, for coach transport to UNSW
Education Session 1 (UNSW Scientia, Ritchie Theatre)
e Capacity building in Asian region and other developing nations
o0 Brief presentations by speakers from several countries,
followed by a panel discussion on the challenges and
opportunities for mining programs in these regions.
= (Speakers to be advised).
e Status report on mining programs in other regions
O (Speakers to be advised).
e Report on SOMP Education Committee annual student statistics
survey — Prof. Bruce Hebblewhite

Coffee break

Education Session 2 (School of Mining Engineering, UNSW)
Themes: Innovations in teaching and learning

International collaboration
Demonstration of interactive teaching facilities (Rooms 51 and 38)
Demonstration of Virtual Reality modules (VR AVIE Theatre)
Workshop 1: Innovation in teaching and learning (Room 51)
Workshop 2: International collaboration (Room 158)

Lunch (Scientia)

Education Session 3 (UNSW Scientia, Ritchie Theatre)
e Workshop 1 report back, plus discussion
e Workshop 2 report back, plus discussion

Coffee Break

Research Session 1 (UNSW Scientia, Ritchie Theatre)
e ACARP industry research program for the coal sector. Industry
speaker. (Speaker to be advised).
e CRC Mining and research commercialisation. Prof. Mike Hood, CRC
Mining, University of QId.
e Workshop sessions (in parallel), (Scientia Committee Rooms)
0 Workshop 3 — Early career researchers — getting started
0 Workshop 4 — Research partnerships (with industry, and other
universities): why, how and who.
Coach transport back to Novotel Hotel, Darling Harbour
Meet in foyer of Novotel Hotel for transport to SOMP dinner
Dinner at Waterfront Restaurant, The Rocks, Sydney
Transport back to Novotel Hotel
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